Attorney Docket No. 25 1769US6 DP/ 
Inventor: Sohmei ENDOH 
Preliminary Amendment 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 
Before "Background of the Invention" on page 1, line 4, please insert the following: 
This application is a continuation application of, and claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 120 to parent Application Serial No. 09/849,278, filed May 7, 2001, which is currently 

pending. 
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